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The Washington Post
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t must have been a slow news

“He does it by asking very gen-
tle, courteous questions.” explained
Mr. Koppel. 1 think he ends up get-

“I've heard nothing sensitive
discussed.” said Mr. Robb, who was

day. talki .S. i L
yOtherwise, how could so Diré?%ﬁOﬂgfwlngggggfency tt;,ng JUSfI as much out of people as
many of those who TQPO;': the vamping the highway in front of ha?‘fii:x(')" us who push a little
news and those who make it show his home, so “he can get out of his Mr. K " < -
up for ABC News President Roone garage. . .. Really heavyweight I Roppel’s favorite Brinkley

story happened after hjs 1985 trip
to Saigon on the 10th anniversary
of the end of the Vietnam War. Al;:
Koppel, who had been a corre-
spondent during the war, agreed o

Arledge’s 10th-anniversary celebra- Stuff”
tion of “This Week with l;avld Otherwise, everybody at the re.
Brinkley” Wednesday night at ception stood around casually e

- ion? . o
Um(()): ,?:,’,TQ;,S a swarm of jour- Ing minlature crab cakes, salmon

\ h o . and shrimp, waiting for the receiv- do a question-and- ] ¥
nalists: NBC's White House corre and s  wait . aques answer on Mr.
: CBS ing line to diminish and telling Brinkley's show,
spondent Andrea Mitchell “Brinkley" stories.

) Just off the airplane, Mr. Koppc
“He doesn't badger you," said put in his earpiece and heard Mlzp )
FMS;. D'oll)e “Ilﬁan't say the same for Brinkley say “Good morning, Ted ~
'hi rrespondent Brit ‘m/} Donaldson. ) “And [ said ‘Good morning,’ and
mﬁg }jONll!;flﬁgne" h%(;t Tod Koppel, “He has a great eye for excess, I realized that was all David was
20 20',, 's Barbara Walters (on the saxd'Mr. Hume. It amuses him and going to ask,” he remembers.
a;rr/l of Virginia Sen. John Wamer), fascma;es him. It’s begn part of his ‘Good morning’ was the question! |
“PrimeTime Live” s Sam Jouﬁ;a{lsm 0 capture it. He then had to fumble aroung and
Donaldson, and correspondent couldnt get over Imelda Marcos think of something to say"
 Roberts. ‘ ' shog's! That was Brinkley all the “The best program " said Mr.
Senators included Majority way. " . Brinkley himself, s wh ’
Leader George Mitchell, Richard But Mr. Hume's favorite story have a good news Story ae;uyeosttl b
Lugar, Lioyd Bentsen, Patrick happened in October 1976. It was s

: the day after Barbara Walters and
Leahy, John Kerry, Robert Dole, Harry Reasoner debuted as an-
Paul Simon, Sam Nunn and chors on the ABC Nightly News
Charies Robb. Also on hand were “amid the biggest hype that any- ways meet "
Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman body had ever seen.” Can he believe i’
Colin Powell, HUD Secretary Jack Mr. Brinkley, then with NBC, vears? EVe It's been 10

Kemp, Federal Reserve Chairman started his broadcast with, “Good “Yes, I can." M Brinkley saiq

chief Washington correspondent
Biil Schieffer; and the stars of ABC,
including anchor Peter Jennings,

Alan Greenspan QD evening, and welcome back " smiling

! Britis “That’s David being true and ' — Anne G
Ambassador Sir Robin ) funny." explained Miss Walters. © lowen
Saudi Arabian Ambassador Prince “That'’s what happened. the audi-

Bandar Bin Sultan, and grandes
dames Susan Mary Alsop, Polly
Fritchey. and Evengefine Bruce.

But even with the solid-gold
guest list, nobody was talking poli-
tics. Except for Mr. Dole, who de-
flected a question about his unde-
cided re-election plans with the
quip: “I think Mario Cuomo should
make up his mind.”

“A slow news week? I don't think
s0." said Mr. Jennings, who came in
directly from his newscast at the
ABC bureau here.

Then he added — Brit, Cokie
and Andrea, are you listening? —

“In Washington you're so accus-
tomed to being spoon-fed the news,
If you don't get it on a given day, it's
slower”

ence did all come back' As they
probably should have."

Somehow, Miss Walters and the
rest of the network stars — despite
million-dollar contracts and €gos to
match — became humble when
talking about Mr. Brinkley.

“I don’t very often talk to David,
1 listen to David,” said Mr. Jen-
nings. “When I came back to Amer-
ica eight years ago |as anchor], had
David Brinkley decided to squash
me, he could have done it quite
easily. He decided in fact ¢ support
me.”

* “This Week’ with ‘X’ wouldn't
be the same,” said the show's court
Jjester, the outspoken Mr.
Donaldson.

e 4

| : - 60002-0
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/23 : CIA-RDP99-01448R0004016




